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Worthy Sir, 


attain to? x 


he greateſt gifts 


TO THE 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
Colonell 


FRANCIS WEST 


Eſquire, Lieutenant of the 
Tower of London. 


you, were to ſpend my time and 
thoughts abour that which I cannor 
ro acknowledge them is 
dl Iam able, and that I am as much willing as 
| ound, to do ; and that this will be candidly ace 
epted by yeu, I have more then ordinary 
pound to beleeve ; having experimented your 
wble minde, ro be like that of Artaxerxes, King 
of Perſia, who thought it as well becoming a Roy- 
a! minde, to accept of ſmall things from others, as 
to give great things to them 3 and this indeed is 
to be like mindgd to God himſelf, who gives 
men, and accepts the {mal 
rerurns from them ; for if they have not a 
amb, ewo Turtles ſhall ſerve the turn. This, 
pob/e Sir, hath incouraged me to dedicate theſe 
wy firſt fruics, as a ant efering unro your (elf, 
2 


O ſtudy a requital of the many fa- 
| yours which I.have received from 


and 


*3In aug- 
ment1s 
SCEAL; 


| The Epiflle Dedicatory. 
and under your name to preſegt them to the 
World. Yet would I not uſe your name for 
Patronage, having learned from the much-noble 
and much learned* Verulam, not to account a- 
ny Book'worthy of a Patron which hath not 
truth to patronize itz which it it have, ic needs 
nv'other patron; which if this had nor, I ſhoulg 
be as unwilling to ſet your name as my own | 
before ir. As for the matrer, though it ſeem 
c{ntradiorious, yet it doth bur ſeem ſo ; for 
utFaque pgrs eft.yera : and thqugh it be made up 
of Paradoxes, yet they being grounded, not on 
Steiciſme, but Chriſtianity, 1 hope they will an- |...” 
ſwer the name of Qrtbodox+ - Yer what can 
a man call Orthodox in this Heterodgx age; 
wherin ſcarce any one thing is ſpoken or writ- 
ten, but every man Cor:1ments or Gloſſes upon 
it, interpreting, {nor as the Text ſpeakerh , rhe 
truth requireth, or the 4»thor meaneth, bur as 
his Opinjon:tive phanſie pleaſech ro criticize; |, 
and this indeed might have been an argument ; 
ſufficient for "me, to have kepr theſe enſuing 
Paradqxes within my breaft, and not have write 
ten them, or within my Study, and not haveſ* * 
Printed them; bur having had ſome approbatin 
and importunity to make them publike,| thought 
it better ro lay myſelf open to any cenſure,chen 
ro conceale any thing which may conduce to 
common good. Seeing therefore they are to go t: 
broad, however they ſpeed, it will be no {mall 
honour to me, that you bid them welcome; and 
entertain them, as that which dorh and ever 
will, witneſſe mee to be, 
Sir, Teur Worſhips devoted to ſerve you in 
the ſervice of Chriſt, 
Ralph Venning. 
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To the readers. 


' Kinde Readers, 


of them have lain by me theſe many 
moneths, are at laſt preſented to publike 
* Iview 3 not to make me but Chriſt and the myſtery 
' $ok godlineſſe more periſpicuouſly known in the 

worlds That to me both in the firſt writing of 


T Patadoxes, which for the moſt patt 


it- I them, and ſince in the often reading of them, they 


bave been not a little profitable, 1 cannot but 
declare : and what ever my gain? bath been, 
"| wifh you as much, and as much more, terque 

quarerque, If the ſpirit of God joyne with you 
in 1eading of them, [ believe you will finde that 
made clear, in two or three lines, which many 


It pages, if 1 ſay not volumes, have leſt under « 


vaile 3 if it prove ſo, give glory te God in Chriff 
for your felf and me, and pray for me, that God will 
give more of himſelf into me, that I may give out 
more unto you: and may be in all things 4nſtru- 
mental to his glory and your good 5 which is the 
higheſt ambition of him, who williagly ſub* 
ſcribes himſelf 
Yours in all 


Chriſtian ſervice. 


Ralph Venning. 
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Concerning God in Trixity and Unity, 


E Believes that which reaſon cannot | ; 
comprehend 3, yet there is * reaſon c- aiy@ 


nough why he ſhould beleeve ir. 
2. He believes one God in three 748io 5 & 
perſons, among whom he denies not priority, V7 91m 
yer grants eternity. ratio fldet.] 
3. He believes chree * perſons in one God, ,, &Z 
two natures in one perſon, and one will in dt 
three perſons. : FO0hs 
4. He believes thar God is nothing leſſe then 
the three perſons, and that the three perſons 


are nothing more then God ; that they are of ! John s- / 


one God, in one God, and all but one God, 7+ 
5, He believes char che Father is not the 
Sonne, 


verbum op 


 } 
p 
' 


. 


DE: l UJrtt 3 avadaxes. 
b John 14, Sonne, nor the Sonne the Father yet Ch) that 
IO, the. Fdther and the Son are one. }.. 

6 He believes that the Father and the Sonne 
are not the Spirit z yer the Father, Son and ſpi- 
7ir but one and the ſame undivided and indi- 
viſible God. 

7, He believes that God is in himſelf and 
of himſelf; and yet he believes * chat God did 

; nor make hinyſclfe. | 

* Nihil et 8. He belieyes that God is the Alpha and 
cauſa ſui Onfega,* the. e;inning and the end; and yer 
ipſuas. he believes thar God had never a beginning,and 


* tpn 0, ſhall never have end. 


72$\&. 


Lhe 
Concerning God the Father. 
0 HE believes that the power of God its 
'ommon to the* three perſons; yer he 
believes, that the Father doth that which the 
Son and Spirit cannot (be ſaid to) do. 
10, He believes that the Father begate the 
Sonne 3 and yer he believes that the Father was 
not before he begate him. 
*MeiZav.? 11.He believes char the Father is * greater 
lohn x4, then the Senne; and yer he believes that the 
28, Father and the Sonne ate('* ) equall. 
**,708. 12. He believes thar the Father is the firſt 
Phil. 2. 6. perſon in the Trinity; and yer he believes that 
Heb.9.14. the ſecond and rhird perſon are as( * )erernal 
as he. | 


— 


3 & 
Concerning God the Sonne. 
HE believes that the Father is nor che 
Sonme 3 and yer he believes that whar- 
« {ocver 


Orthodox Pavadoxes. ' 
ſoever rhe Father is, the Son is che ſame, 

14, He believes that God hath no form; and | 
yer he belicycs that Chriſt *:was iu the form of *"tyoggf}; . 
God. | O47; 

15. He bclieves that in Chriſt chere be two Phil. 2.6. 
natures and yet he bclieves that Chriſt is un» ' 
compounded | 

16. He believes that Chriſt is not God and  , 

a man 3 and yer that he is * God-man. Ocay>o- 

17. He believes that the Sonne of God and 9%. 
the ſon of the Virgin, is but one Sonne. 

18, He belicves that Chriſt was of man, yet 73 179 


not by man; and he was the* fruite of the gap ms. - 


wombe, bur not che ſeed of the ons xoinag: 

19. He believes thar Chriſt remained what 1.ykey.42 
he was, and without change became what he james.1.17 
Was nor. 1) 118 

20. He believes that the * Father of eter- 11a 9. 6. 
nity was þorn in time, lohn, 1.3, 

21. He believes he who made man, was made 14. 
man. p Ha. 9. 14. 

22. He believes that he who was born of Co1.1.16. 
the Virgin, did make his Mother, lohn.8.8. 

23. He believes thar Chriſt was before Mat.n.14. 
Abraham was ; and yetyhe believes that Abrg- m2@10- 
ham was borne long before him. x >. 

24. He believes thar Chriſt is the * f1ff- Rom.8.22 
borne among many brethren ; and yer he believes c Rom. 8, 
that all the brechren are (c_) firſt born. I... * 

25. Hebelieves that Chriſt was for a litt'e * Heb.2.5 
time with men on exrth; and yer he believes Beexv 7 
thar he was never wanting from God in idem.: 
heaven, | Ads.5.34 

25. He believes that Chriſt never offended Iohn*3.13 
his Father and yet he believes that Chiiſt lay Heb.7.a6. 
under his Fathers wrath, + Joh.$.29. . 7? 
29. He Gal.3,$& © 


Orthodox Paradoxes. 

257, He believes that God the Father was 
alwayes well-pleaſed with his Sonne 3 aud yet 
he believes that the Father once forſooke him 


7* 'in diſpleaſure. | 
4 Totm.te. ,. 23: He believes(d)that no man tooke Chriſts 
18. * * life from bim; and yet he belicves that the 


Zewes put him to death, 
_ 29. Hebelieves that Chriſt was dead : and 
e1Cor.15 —_ belieyes that Chriſte Jarole by his own 
| 30. He believes that Chriſt went away 
—_ from his Diſciples 3 and yer he believes that 
# Mar. 28. _— is (f) with them * to the end of the 
w . 
7 31. He believes that Chriſt made ſatisfa&i- 
2 on * once for all; and yet he believes that 
*tpanct. Chriſt doth make interceſſion every day. 
Heb.9.26, 32. He believes that Chriſt is in the body,yet 
28. not included in it; that he is out of the body, 
Iohn.1.14. yet not excluded from it. 
John. 3-i3 33. He believes that where ever Chriſt is, 
Mat.1. 33. there is God-man and yet he believes not that 
Mat. 26.11, Chriſts humanity is every where. 
Luke.1.33 34. He believes that Chriſt hath and ſhall 
Revel.5, have a Kingdome in this world ; and yethe 
10. _ believes that Chriſts Kingdome is nor * of 
* 6x 78 this world. 
0e0 0 put 
T6 TV. 
| lohn.18. % | V, 
36. Concerning God the Spirit 
John. 14. 35H believes that the Spirit proceeds 
| 16, 26, from the Father and the Sonne; and 
|” g1.lohn. yethe believes the Spirit tro bethe (g_) ſame 
| $7, being with the Father and the Sonne. 
Luke. 24, 36, He bclicycs that God hath no corporeall 
39% - members, 


Pa 
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Orthodox Paradoxes. 


members ; and yet he believes tha the Spirit Mar.12.20 
is (*) the finger of God. Luke..1x4 © 


\. 39. He believes that rhe Father ſent forth 20. 

the Sonne and that the Sonne ſent forth the JIN 
Spirit; and yer he believes that they were ne- TIT 

yer ſeparated the one from the orher. Gal. 4.4+ 
| | lohn,15. 


— —— 26, 


V, 

| Concerning Gods attributes. , 
38, HE believes that in God, that which is xc. oY 

| underſtood, and that which underſtand- _ 
eth is all one. 

. 39-He believes that there can be no 1dess john,1.18 
fram'd of God, and yet he believes that God is 
known. þ F 
- 40. He beligves that Ch.) no man bath ſeen © 1988 1 
God at any time; and yet he believes thar Ao» *©* k 
ſes ralk't with him * face to face. Exodus.. 
. 41. He believes thar God can will nothing 22.15. > 
bur good z and yer he believes that God wil- 7&1 1g- 
fed that fin ſhould be jn rhe world. wb 
42. He believes thar Gods will and power 14Mes. I. 

are equal ; and yer he belieyes that God can do 13-17. _ 
what he never willdo. Epheſ. 111 + 
| 43. He believes that God doth all that he Rom.u 34 
wills to do; and yer he believes that God wills 

that ro be _ oder —_ 

44. He believes that Gods willing of in is 14+ pſa 14.6;+ 
ther a permiſſion then a wiling ; and yet he be- Play. 
lieves it to be a willing permiſſion, hw 1-08 

45. He believes that Gods will is ene; and 
yer that his will is manifold. 

46. He believes thar though men leave the 
will of God undone, yer his will is never diſap- 


inted, 
þ91 Ho 


_— 


FS. Orthodox Pavadaxes. 
+ 47. He believes that God can do all things 3 
and yet he believes there is that done in the 
(44 world which God canngt do. | 
' 1 TFim;:23 48. He believes that (7) God would that all 
men ſhzuld be ſaved; and yer he believcs that 
\ his will.is not changed, nor fruſtrated though 
many are damned. | 
49. He believes that God wils nothing bur 
, whar is juſt 3 and yer he believes that * juſtice 
| . is no rule co God's will. 
4 Things "50, He believes that God is alwayes juſt 
| Arenot / anq yer he knowes that God (4) puniſherh 
Juſt, and (ome men when they have done whar he bid 
then Gol them do. 
wills $1. He belicves that holineſſe, mercy and 
rhem, but ;\ffjceare in God and yer he believes rhar 
|” God wills there are no adjun#s nor qualities 1 him. 
| them,and .. ye believes that * it repented God for 
| then they bing man; and yer he believes that God ne- 
are juſt. yer changed his minde. 
Wa,io 612 +42. He believes thar God is ſometime angry? 
'Scn..66 ' yet he believes that there is po paſſion in him. 
Numb. 23 74. He knowes that the threatnings of God 
19 are not alwayes fulfilled ; and yer he believes 
| Exodus 4 that God is alwayes faithful. $6 
It 55. He believes that God doth go and come; 
Tfa.27.4 and yet he believes that God never changeth 
Tohn 310 places. | 
Titus 1 2 $6, He believes that God foreknew. all 
Gen- 11 7 things ; and whatever he foreknew to be, muſt 
| + Rivgs 8 nceds be; and yet he believes that Gods fore- 
27: knowledge was not the cauſe of their being, 
| / As 1518 57. He ſees that the things which Gad 
c knowes are variable and«changing 3 and yet he 
Ecclel.1,2 }cjieves that the knowledge of God never 
Ar ch.ngeth. mY 


« Y E 4 AX 


| Orthodvx - Parddoxes. 5s 

.$8. He believes that God. ſhewes mercy even Ezra g 1 os 
then when he executeth juſtice 3 and chat God Rom.z 25% 
executes juſtice when he ſheweth mercy. 3 


rm —m—m—_— 


VI. 
Concernmg EleHion. : 
$9.L_JE believes that God is no * reſpeffor of Neogwrae 
perſons; and yer he believes char God ajga]ns. © - 
eletted ſome,and left others,when he found no AAg 10 24 © 
difference. Epheſ1 4 - 
60. He believes that none were (!) eleFed, | EpheC.f 
bur in and by Chriſt, and yer he believes 'thatyy, © © 
Chriſt is not the cauſe of e/eFion. lohn 19.2 
61. He believes that God never made any 6. J x 
man on purpoſe to. reprobate him; and yer he Exech.37' | 
believes thar God ever purpoſed to * reprobate xx I 
ome men. & Tof\12e- © 
i —— 
VII. Kagew 
Concerning the Scriptures. 
*H: believes thar the Word of God is 


rruezand yet he believes that God doth Plal. 126, 

ncr ſpeake the Word, becauſe the Word is true 3 
bur that the Word is true, beauſe God ſpeaks it. _ | 
63. He believes that * no man knowes the mini *Ti s yag 
d of God; and yer he believes that the Scripture rw vey { 
contains his WiIk. xugiv, ) 
64.He believes that the Scripturs were wrir- Numb;20, 7 
" ten by men ſubje& to errour;and yer he believes 12. © } 
that there isno errour in them, 2 tim. J. * 
68. He believes there is no contradiFion in 16. 1 


Scripturez and yer he finds the ſame thing Plalig.n8 5 
Cm_) commanded and ( n_) forbiden. m Gen:19 2} 

66. He believes that the Scriptures are true, 12. 4 
and thar they are from Godzhecauſe the world n Gal.5.1% 1 
doth not belicve them, 1.4 


\ 


Con* 
K. 


Orthodox Paradoxer. 
F324; | 
Concerning -Creation. 
69T_I E believes that God wrought ſix dayes; 
| and yer he believes that God kept an 
everlaſting Sabbath. | 
68. He believes that God created all things 
mn timezand yer he believes that all which God 
doth, is done in Eternity. . 
Heb. n. 2. .. ©9+ He believes that nothing hath no good in 
eV- fl. 3. + ; —_— paar _ oo made all 
things of not2mg, aud behold they were * ver 
. {HAV ooo 6 Jy 


70.He believes that God never ſpake a Word; 
| - and yethebeljeves that a) things were created 
aeiS@+. * bythe Word of his mouth. | 
_ 71. He believes that the Cheation was ended 
in fix dayes ; and yer he believes that Creation 
1s continued in providence every day. 


A— 


I X. 
Concerning Angels. 
Tohn $.17 72Þ TE believes that the Angels are better 
21 chen himſelf ; and yet he believes him- 
Heb.2.17. {elf ro be better then they. 
Heb.1.14. 73. He believes that Angels know GOD more 
o Epheſ.3 perfedtly then Saints on earth do; and yer he 


0. believes (0) rhar to the Angels is made known 
* goauv- Oy the Saints the * manifold wiſdome of God. 

I Tonua0 . _ S 

 EeNt® , © 
Much: va- Concerning Man. 
ryivg 74T TE believes that man did injoy bleſled- 
wiſdom. neſle before he fell ; and yer he believes 
| 7 man was never ſure of bleſedneſſe before he 
oft it, 


He 


. Orthodox Paradoxes. 
os, He believes that the two extyeams of be- 
ing, metter and ſpirir be in-man; and yer he 
believes = = I one being. y fieg 
76. He believes that man was made * a 
Gods likeneſſe;- and yer he believes that when = 
man was made, he was not like to God. Gen.1,26« 
97: He believes that every man hath a being; 
yet he bclicycs that(p)ail Nations are leſſe then p 11a-40. 
nothing. 15,19. 
98. He believes that there is but one God 3 Dan.4 32- 
and yet he believes that many(q)men are Gods, 1 Cor. 8, 6 
79.He believes thar he is to reſpe& no mans q Pla. 82.6 
perſon ; and yet he believes that he may reve- Deur.1.17 - 
rence one man more then another. Deur, 5.16 -. 
$80. He believes that he -is bound to love all lames.2:8 
men * as himſelf; and yet he believes that he 
breaks no Commandment, though he hate 
ſome men with a perfe# hatred. 


XI. 
| Concerning frane- ; 
81T TE knows that he was not when Adam %5_ Fav» 
was ; and yer he believes that he finned 79 ”- 


, 


when Adam did. After the 
82. He believes that fin had no being; and. yer {ame 
he believes that God knows it. manner, 


83. He knows nor, nor can hardly perceive 07 45 
how he becomes a ſinner by generation; and yer mach. 
he believes and(7) confeſſeth that he was con- 9 


ceived and borne in fin. on.$ 12 
— — —_— 

X II». Pla. 44-21, 

Concerning the Law. Pſa. $1 5c 


FE believes that the*Law was from the * Ao'y0s 

beginning 3 and yer he believes that it &ſypanToe 

was (7) firſt given to Moſes, ſlohn.t17, 
He 


0. 28 TT... OR” ty . l "7 9 "oy X 8 Leg » _ =p U PO IPIeYy 
; $5, He knows that when the Law was gi- 
*S ven, it Was ſaid, do this and live;and yet he be- 


| Gal.3. 17. ſieves that there was no(t )Covenant of works 


3 lince Chriſt was promiſed. 
| Gal.r.s. _ 86, He believes that * Circumciſion. is. caft 
; our of the Church; and yer he believes thar 
Phil.3. 2. every Saint is a * circumciſed perſon. +1 
Mat, 5.17. 879.He believes rhat.Chriſt obeyed and(a)fal- 
Mart.5.ro, filled the Law for him; and yet he believes that 
- James 2.11 che Law is to be (x) obſerved by him, 
22* 88.He believes the Law tobe (Cy) aboliſhed 
Rom-3.31 and yet he believes that Chriſt caine nor( 7.) to. 
\Epheſ.2. deftroy it, | | 
15. 89.fHe knows there is a f curſe denounced a- 
Rom. 10.4 gainſt them thar break the Law; and yer he be- 
x«]aag- lieves.that himſelf ſhall not be (a) curſed, 
ETA though he never kept it... /;,_ © Font 
Mar.$. 17. $0. He knows: he cannot be juſtified by the 
* Gal.3.10 Law ; and yet he believes that the (b) Law 
Rom. $.1,2 cannot buc Juſtifie hjm, 
Rom.3.28 91. He eagerly purſues the (c) workes of 
Gal. 5. 23, reghreoufneſte ; but doth moſt peremprorily 
1 Tim.s. rezeet the(d) righteouſneſſe of works. 
v2. —— —— 
Phil. 3.9. ; XT1 1: 
Ne ——_— Hiſt by 
95 E believes -rhat Ghri Us merits 
Epheſ.1.14 H * did purchaſe ſalvation for him; and 
Eph [o.g Et he belicv2s that his ſalvation is of * grace 
| Nh Qagt 93. He believes iifar God will note )acquit 
Pony "= x ; and yer he believes that God(j_) 
. juſtifies * the ungodly. . | | 
: my w- 94. He believes that (g) by faith without the 
Lan 3-2 works of the Law we are wmſtified; and yerhe 
_ © MES 2. Lelicves that (h) faith without warks dagh nor 
24325. juſtific, 1 
| He 


Prog, - 
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0. Concerning the Lords Sufter and Baptiſm 


S 97 FTE behevyss that they who are baprized 

- may ud be members of Ghiift 3 and yer 

, | helieves. char' they. who ar& baptized may be _ 
members of rhe Church. | 

- . 98." He finds no expreſle- warrant for the 

y | baptitzing of aay infants ; and yer he finds thar' 
itis thougec warrantable that: ſome ſhould be 


y 99. He believes that believers are much the 
pas apparent ypc cnet the 
- bing of 'water doth chem no.good, _ ' -; | 
100, He eats Chriſt's fleſb, and . drinks P Fer. 3.2 
the blood of Ehiiſt, Wart yethe 
5 | never takes the |fe/b and-4hoed of - Chriſt into 
4 | his mouth. 
1014 He believes that the bread and wine are 
t [nor the body and. blood of Ehrift; nor. thac. 
) IChrift is. in them or under them; and yer 1 Ccr.16.16 
(Cl when. he takes them he partakes of Chriſt, 
e [yea of the body and blood of Chriſt. 


t Con- 
1 B 


fe 
* T7 


71h 


yer” 
' Rion x4 fralth ave all his, nd they wane 
none of theiss.* - -. 

103, He believes that the Saints deceaſed 
wanr no happineffe ;* abd-yer; eipes thar 
Heb.1 1.40 hey ſhall nor (Cm) be made perſe | the re- 

ſurceion, 
0 xv1. 


' Concerning heaven and hell. 
9H; believes "that in heaven his defire 
(hall never want ſatisfa#iop5 and yer 
» he believes thar- PRIEOY iall never breed 
* Satiety, 
105. He believes heaven tO: be Gods dwel- 
ling place; and yet he believes thac the hea- 
ven of heavens-cannas contain him. + 4 
106. He believes that in. hell fi "ty 
ver ine ; buit ſhall never die... ©. 0 
He'believes -rhar there apes 
Plal.r39% in "helj; ; aa” FatNe belicyes a n,) Go L 
8, there. 
The enfumg Pefldoxes | caly. "ſeeRones "7 
noe obſerving -6rder-or method Ts 
of chem. | 
The former are more Theoreticat'; the fol 
lowing more Prafical and oy , 


= 
( 4 x 
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"Mi ns 


c4aw+s 


ag; 
Þ F] RADOX ES 
Pradticall. 


OR, 


A \ Believer clearing Truth ay 
Experience; though by ſeeming 
Contradi&ions. 


PE ries our what muſt I do to be (qved ; 
und yet he never expeRs to be ſaved 
by doing. 
-2 He knows thathe is as much 

by rr 45 44 man ; and yet he believes AOW- 8.3. 
that Golf: ill never charge the debt upon him Rom.3.26 
as he WiH pon other men. » I COT.S.7. 

3- He adnmites God char he ſhews him mer- 3hpG. 
o7 Lot doh ieve, that God could nor be ——o—_w_ 

iFhe 'tipr doe.” '* * b _ 

4. HE imfoyes what he fongs' for ; abd yer — 
his out keeps longing. p eq will 

"$;, Hei nt day purging out” the old-leg- oa 
ven; and yer he-believes is unleevened. — 

'6.--He ty c—_ day- indeavouring in the _—_- 
ſtrengch of Chcift to roor finne our of him £2 


and yertit's conrentic ſhould be wichin him, ;for P 
B 2 while —_ 


J 


---* 24 6 g bl Rs go 
_ while God will ffſer it to be there” 
Rom.9.  ©% He fears to Syretor "hetes efien any 
20, Han; er-when 'cis_commite © 4s_noman 
$225 ſears it lefle thei he. 
Rom.6.17 B. He prieves that ever he fnn'd at all md 
| yet "5 God that be was once @ ſinner. 
Rom. 3.7. r ſads his fonl that he hath diſhonoured 
God by raning3yer it glads his heart put God 
1Tim.1.13. is glor cd by his 
14,15: e looks on himſelf as if he were the 
Rom.7. 2. chiefeſ of ſinners ;a88 yet he believes that God 
accepts him as if he had non at all. 
11. He 4s often led cap'ive by fin; and yer 
; Rom.7-25 js alwayes triumphing ovet ir. 
.” '&8.1,2;3 72, He confeſſeth thatthe ſins daily ; and 
Rom.q,17 Jeb he ſaies that #t. 73 not he. 


13. -He confeſſeth himſelf tobe. a Scarlet- 
S ſinner 3 and yer looks on himſelf as a milke- 
: white Saint. 
Ier. 31.34. :'14- He believes thar God hath ft ek 
fin, and will remember it no .moxe 3 aſe: 
believes that God ſees fin in, hi, + 
2 COL.12.7 ' 15, He knows that he is/born of Godin yer 
hefindes by experience that heyſermepha, 2 |» 
16, He is aſhamed. thas he-5s a finner;5 and. 
yet isnor aſhamed to cenfeſſe himſelf a:hinaer., 
+17. - He world not fi againſt his Goo, be- 
cauſe God loves: him: and yer he doubts not 
Hoſ.2.1. but Gbd loves him rhough he ſntegaiaff him | - 
18: He bclieves:that God lets no; mans fin 
30. go unpuniſhed : and ,Jer God winks : at fome 
metis'fins. © -/:- 
119. He PE doth weep' for arrow, 
and, yet he rejoyceth when he weeps. 
- 20\ He knows that he is nota3 yer deliver'd 
Com frates + and.ycthe believer tharhe is a 
# + # v er 


«> S j 4 
v 


, i 
- » 
- 
4 


ores, +" "F 15 © 
en#from- he LE » .19. 
28, He afftets and ſtrives to be ety 19> 4 
© Saint and yet.is contented:ro be the lowe/f. 

22. He. 15 , oftentimes diſappointed of. his ; 

Joes; and yer; he alwayes } Jozes in his diſappoint « Heb.3.17. 
ments. 1" | 

- 23, Hei is williog ro die daily; yet daily 
prayesto: [ve longer. 

24. He accounts his life bur 25 4 bubble ; and 
yer he prizerh ic above the whole world. 

25. He cannot lay he is dead ;and yet he dies Gal. 2 ?0, 
daily . and chough he live; yet he faies that it | 
75. not be. 

26, He believes thar he ſhall once die; and- o 
yet he believes thas he ſhall /zve with God for 
ever, 

27. He dares not pur himfclf to death, leſt 
A and yet he thinks he ftas if he die nat. 

al 

28. He knows thar though he die, death 
cannot take away his lifee-,”. 

29. He- accounts himſelf leſe then the leaſt 
.of all mercies ; and yer he looks on the greateſt 


| 4 as his dug* 1 Cor.3. 
| 30: He knows himſelf df phe « King zand yer 21,22. 
refuſerh no9 to be any mank ſervant. Rev. 1.6. 


31. He believes - he is a. Prieſt to God 3 REV.146, 
and.yer hg ſhould fin, if he offer'd ſacrifice. 
32, He hath nothing of his 'own 3. yet all 
things are hjs ; he is ofren in wants 3 yer ſtill 4- 
bounds. 
33: He lives when he hath no lively bood, 
and isnaintaia'd though he want maintainancy+ 
34: When the Irons do, enter inta his foul, 
they donor rouch his inward man, 
35. He may .be impriſoned; yer never deprj- 
ved of /iberty. - 35.Men 


T ” 7; "wy YO 
- F, Atl 


© SC. Nev may Ai Tn 7 burly 


not be hindred from walking wich God. ” 


inheritance. | 
Mart.26, 39. He prayes that bitter Cups may paſſe 
F '29. from him 3 and yet he would nor have his own 
will done. * The 15: 

2 Sarn,24, 40. He hath a will of his own, and follows 
12,1314. itz and yer he is ruled by anothers will. 
VG cheiſe 3 and yet he cannor chuſe bur do'ir. 

42. He is never willing to be gene ; yer of- 
ten refulerh to be with company. ' 

43+, He loves ores Jer what he knowes 3 
and yer there is whar he loves' beyond-whar 
he knows, 


yer keeps ſeeking when he hath foung- 
45. He believes rhar he goes nor to heaven 
for bolineſſe , arid yer-he believes that he can- 
Mat.s.9, norgo there without it. 
gc; 


damn him; bur he fees more reaſon why God 
| ſhbuld ſave him. ; 
| 47: He dares nor juſtific himſelf; yet cannog 
= think thar God will condemn him. 
48. He difowns all the duties he performes 3 
and yer believes that God doth own them all; 
$u$guir8- | 45." Heis ſomrime withonr bread'to pur co 
' TL Ach > mouth ; and yer he fares deliciouſly every 
FLU. y. | Pg + | 
: 50. He ſees God in all his providence; yer 
never beheld him with his eyes, 
: s1, He 


exnnothyr 
37. He may be bound hand and foot 4 yer can» / 


37. Men may 'caſt him onc of 'b0uſe and L 
homg z bur they can never baniſh him from his * 


41.- He doth all che good he doth our of - 


44. He finds that which he ſeeks for; and 


Hz fees -reaſon enough ras God may | 


Os "WY k 
| | 


commits:[lo{gtrous Adubery again} c 
yer he belicves.rhat. God will never give * him enero, 
abilldf drvorce. , . 

$2; He;knowes God's dwellingis not with ©* 
Fra z'yer an. heart of fleſh 1 shys havication. 
Temptations _h, ricce to him ; and 
ws X :he: xcjogeerh though. be fall into many Tames 1.2. 


tempta t;ons. | : Fd 0a 
54.He is one that doth live on earth;but yagar, 
hath his * converſation in heaven. &c. 


54. He; bclieves that no man can be borne woAlTtv ue 
twice 3 and \ yet he believes that every Saint is Phits3. 20 
borne aganne. \. . 

$6. He helicvcs thar chere is more in Chriſt 
then he needs ; yet tſſ then all will not con- 
on —_ {crve. his turne. _ _.. 

. He bAlieves that all ocher Sainrs beſide 
himſelf are filled with the fulneſſe of God; 
and yet he believes rhat himlelf ach never 
the lefle.- © - :- 

58. He believes þ aaa eb, ſee God and 
live; yet his pa c\ lceing Gad, Ro 

$9. He believes that God men freely ; 
and 'yer he bclieres that Crt hag Glvat: Eph. ye 
on for rhem, 1 Tim.2.6 

60. He believes that God will reward. him 
for ali he doch for God, and yer whatſoever he 
dothy for God, God doth it in him 2:1... Ifa.25.12. 

61; He behieves chat Godis..always-; etving 
olt kin;ſelf ro the being of creatures and faith 
of Sainrs:; pi yer remgias 'as: fail as eyer he 
was. :; 

62, There is nothing ſo clear to him: ag god- 
tineſle z and-Ferthere 15 nothing more. myſteri- 


ONS 
63.There 


4 : . 
42 . 
r yg A - 
RE. "4 . 
% 


-4.0k 64. He ſometimes miſſeth what kewould 


b ARs 21.24 have ; and Fer he thinks not 'his will to be 
| therein croſt, - 


' 65. He knows he doth. nat live by bread ; and | 


yet he cars it to maintain his lite. 
* 66, Hebelieves that his Prayers do purchaſe 
Ezek. 36. him nothing ;and yet he could nor (d )expett 
24. to injoy what he doth if he did nor pray. 
7 67. Heis by the ſpirit (e) led into dutics, 
Luke 17. 1nd led out of them by the fame Spirit. * 


1G. 68. He cannot demonſtrate what he. knows, 


in believing; and yer his knowledge by faith 
15 as clear a5 any demonſtration; - 
69. He believes that his qualifications do not 
cans. Gods love; and yet. he-mfyhrqueſtion 
1 Tohn 1.6. Whether God lov'd him, if he were not(f)que- 
and 2.5. Jifed.. - | F 
70. He prizerh righteouſneſſe at an high rate; 
and yer he accounts his righteouſneſſe no 
oxtCan. better then * dung. 
- - +.” -- 71, He: knows that he cannever attain ito 
the jon of Gad ; and yet he-labours to bg 
Phil:3+121 perfef as God is perfett. Mes 
72," He is oft all men moſt bumble; yet 
2 Cor.7.4 none hath an heart. fo (h) lifted up.as he. 
73. He drinks gall and wotmapood, yet ac- 


counts ir: {weerter then the honey or the honey» © 


combe. 

94. There is.nane fo vile among. men: 2s 
he; pet there is none among men bo bo- 
Neuy 42. a 21 hy 

7s. He thinks bigbly of himſelf, thaugh the 
world deſpiſe him, and yer deſpiſeth hilwſelf 

| rnoug 


eo, eo es Er IE Ls + 
2 * "88, Thereishoman' denies him he; 
1 Cor.g! _—_ there is \no man ſeeks b7 {f&much-: 

as ” 
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th God ehink 
though God = 


-96. Hejvche wok all Sean 


yer 
bare Ioe (4 Th B> the teft of Saints; 


__ is _— that every one ſhould be better 
then hiniſe 
78, He believes that God doth alwayes hear 
his Prayers ;- and yer he often goes wichour a 
rhar he proys far. p 
79. There are none ſo-muth in love with 
p* :ce as he 2 yer none maintain fuch a conſtans 
warre. '- 


80.He believes that he ſhall never be infiaite: 
and yer he beiieves thar he ſhall be filled with - 
an infinite God. | 

81+ * He is careful in nothing : yet none ſo nds þab- 
caretwullas he. Pijay es 

82. He believes that though he lie in the 
(i )grave & theuſend years : yer he ſhall be with Ads 2.34 
God a5:(&) gon as he dies. Lukes, 

. 83. He eſteems. his name as a previous oynt- 30 
ment ;-Yergares nat who x:viles him. ++ 
 o84. Heis importunate to prevail with God :- 
and yer he: thinks. nor to prevail * for his ift« ,, > 24.0) 

portunity.. = ry wag 

85, He believes har none knows the heart but ay . 
Ged: and yer he meets with pany Saints wha 
can 'relb him his hearr. , U0 

B&f{c believes 'tis life eternal to know God : 

oo yer he accounts is his happigeſle -to be 
known of God. 
| -- 874 He finds that grace never waxeth old, 
AY chough iT be ever growing ; bur that the elder 
"tis the newer "tis. 
\ 88: [Hebdlieves.that a man-converred is the 


f ſome man that he was before;and yer he believes we 


0 thar ; 
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1Cor.1.17 Gounſellers, and("m Jyer out of them God rakes 


Emblemq* Peighth and deprþ withont ends. - 
eternitatis Our points. breadth yer no lines : 


Phil.2.12, (*_) freewill to turn ro God. 


FRET 


" ahashs1vy mn Meagan #.cou F- 
; 8g; He doth: norkaow his own waits, and- 3 
yet he maks them knonwrro Gods 1! 

$0+« He 1s nag: H$rophet; and yer his prayers are | 
(1) Prophecies. 
91. HE is afraid to think of God leſt he 
wrong hints: and yer he believes cthar-he ſhould - 
wrong God,:if he ſhould not think of him. 
92, He knows that idiots are nor' fir: for 


his Sages. , 

93. He finds that the 16re of God hath 
die ho 
ir is 


*) circular, yer fills every angle,” 

94. He would be any thing rather rhen #0- ©: {mu 
thing . yer he would be nothing if that may ex" 'Þ or 
alt his God. - zi. 

95. He believes rhat man's wildorh freely | 
turn t6 God : and yer that men hach nor 


96. He gives no price for grace : arid yer he 
values jr above all price. he 

997. He loves the confolations of God : but finc 

the God of conſolation is his lqve. | | 

98. He fears God: and yer is nor afraid of . - 
Ged. 

69. He knows that fimilitude hath ſorne love- rh 
Imeſſe in it . yer he' doch account hypoorifte the | ace 
more odjeus, becauſe of its ſimelitude ro Ree 
Jigion. to 

100. He believes that ſome have grace who 
cannot" define ir: and that ſome oak define it 
who have ir nor. hit 

ro01. Ke isalwiys m pilgrimage* me yethe ::% 
is never from bome,- 


107 He 


4 


| - 105.Hebalicres* 
I zethcbehevesx 


r 


"Incighbour ;and yer God requires * all his heart, fl 


'Y » Ks "—_— > Tae x o Os 
chat teh no mari Tames 1.1 
' har* God dq ere or 
103. He is very jealous leſt God ſhould: 
Pcarohimsaegd:yet he believes char” God will 
never do it. . | 
204: He believes thar having-made a pro- 
| ie ic.oghe to be as good as b3s word 3and 
yer he he may go from his word togo to 
crathz.: '- TEF74 Magis 
105. He believes thar a Saint, hath a vocg- amice 
ton on earth z bur thar earch. is his Avocation. YErias. 
106- God hath commanded him to love his . b Gn 


for hi 
107. He ſecs much folly in” the world and 


- Imuch confuffon 5 and yer he fees wiſdome and 
'Jorder therein. SH , _ = 


108, He cannot think chat his ſoul was ever: ; 


. $e>ſent from his body fince ir came.in ; yer he 


bnds'iroftenſo drawn out to God; that he 2 Cor.12.2 

even thinks it ſeparated. Di! $i 15 hh 
ro9. When his obedience is moſt campleat, 199 5+ 15- 

he dorh nor rejoyce in that 3 and chough itbe 394 19-15- 

inconipleatihe can rejoyce notwithſtanding that 

110. When he is moſt inlarged, and his Rom.7.25 


| foultigapon the wing in Prayer, he doth nor 


believe his acceptence for chat; when he is ac 
rhe loweſt and moſt confind, he belieyes his 
acceptance norwithſtanding thar. 
111: He knows that he: was once. an enemy-Col. 11214 
to God zand yer. he b{=licves chat God was ne> 
| ver an enemy to him: | Ter. 31.3, 
"172: te s that God did never offend 
him ;and yet God intreats him to be reconciled. : 
. *013.”* He bath an eye: to the reeumpence of re- *' «1s Thin? 
ward, and yet he looks after norhing bur God. jwofa 
gr 7 114 He roJoghan 


4 


i; 3. o 4 N 
. S.- 
", he /*% »:: 4 **=< +; A +: 
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4% | 114: He beli ar: "all Sins hare. axe: 
D 1p NS WWald-toy 
5 - Nor Saints,  ** © 
115. He delievs har Wl chings.re erderes! Ki 
by providencezyet time and chance bapp'neth to all. - 
116. Helogks 'ro things that are inviſible ; | :! 
and yet Mis eye never wants an © 
Paper. 119, He is one that accounts things *h;/e i, 
for Chriſt; yet accounts not himſelf 2 loſer 
thereby. 
118. He believes that every Saint is carefull n 
[ 


_ to avoid ſin; yer-every one thats careful to «- 
nid cm 15 nor a'Sainr, . __ 
j y: Ton! eh _— ſo acceptance but 
"HOG: ins erin not hinder his acceptance. 
v Tim.13 ' och ar no ſufficiency of ve 3 and 
2 -—p- g yer be Is ble to do all things, | 
Phil. 121. He is ho man-ſerver zand yer ei is wil- 
«© lingto ſerve any man. 
122.He is one who is nething hath nothing, 
can do nothing z and yer nd man js, beth or-can 
doſo much as he. 
123, He ;s what he was not, and ” not what 


he was ; and yell is the ſame man. 1 fo 
124. He works not for wages 3yet-hath an eye | of 
to therecompence”of reward. Wy de 


| 125. He defires nor to glarifle God, that he v, 
lohn 19.1 Pay be glorified of God ; bur ro be glorified of 

God, that he may olerific God. 4 

126. He is one who lives todie, and:des to} on 

live ; yea he is dead while he lives, and Tiwes YZ 

: when he dies. Pi 

127.He is one-who lives in mother and for an- | uh 

other ; He ſeeks nor himſelf when he aims. moſt | of 

ar his own good : God is his all, and his allis | {© 
God:s:he aims at no end but the glory of God, 
AN 


of which there is no end, 
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N:D'F-X. 
| I --- Or the | 
[Triumph of Allurance, * 
| .-....Overthe 
Law;Sin;the World, IW ants, 
and preſent Injoyments. | ; 


tATOI, 


"Hen the All bleſſed Spirit of che 

ever living :aud ever ipuing God 

... bath given his ceſtimony. and ſet 

- i. ,,' his Seale to. the foule, which be- 

fore ſaze-quavering and trembling at the doore 

of hope, that God doth own, accept aud par» 

don it: when. he comes and kiſſetb.it with: the 

kiſſes of ibis anouth, and powes out the. ſavour 

his ſweet oyntments upon- it, Oh! whata 26 

* colme is. there in the ſoul | Oh what Halcy- we” 
on. dayes, dorh( ic then live in!.It injoyes. a 7** wh 
Inbifee. in every.moment,.  Oh.the holy claſ- 

pings and celeſtial incerweavings of love! Oh 

the bregthings and mutual fireamings forth 


of, love ,..thar- are-beryeen. God. and , rhis 
foul. ! Oh the ineffable. myſtery which lies 
. a. gt? im 


y tel;wh&m 


ed 3 who 


ic ).can 
- mzoy'd.z who 


out to God. Houres gre not atcomnted for-mi- 
nutes, nor dayes for houres4 it rather ſeems an 

Eternity then "Time. Oh how doth the fonl 
dance and leap for. joy within'it: ME, at the 
harmonious mejody, and ayelFrun'd Mafick, 
which is plaid within it bythe finger of God | 
Oh the heavenly taoghter which atiſerh in it, 
from the gentle touches of the Spirix upon the 
tender conſcience! Oh how is it:rpviſt'd with 
the ſhining forth of the rages of lit, and the 
Flore Iucis flowerings forth of Javei' the ſoul forgersirs 
& amorir, ſelf ro mind its God, or father miyds it ſelfih 
minding God. Am I in ap IeS done 
. im-me/ is Time gone vpy oF Eret &# + 
down ? Oh whar a conceittririg of happineſſe do 

I find within nie! 'me thinks 1iſee” the ff 
fruits of Canaan, brought in ro/mFtimmpting 
foule,vpon' the Staff of conſolation,by rhe twy 
Supporters of the Saincs, Chriſt and-the” Spirit. 
A Me thinks I hear my beloved calling, Ariſe my 
love, my dove, my faire one, and come away; come 
Cine. 2. forth. from among -the tleſts. Ca) Ler me te thy 
$3.14. fates for ſweet is thywoice, and thy countenatice 
« comely-. Ariſe my love, and come" away.:* Oh how 


bs, 2nd; whd"'t5 fled 3\ 
9 and who is poſſeſſedytherths frictt a |; 
_ Ipiriguall mizture-in- their unie#{ without con- |- 


—_ or compoſition. Time Nealeth w - Ny 
theſe inj6yments and js not {mhefbul |: 
is o buſy iteployed: in & ey gig 


. do the love-ſpeaking words of Chriſt affe& the 
hearr, and even. tranſport the ſoul into arlmirg- 
tion | all the pangs of rhe new bifrh; -all the 
thr-zs of - its travel : all its afaer births of for- 

" row 


na. i a tat ww. dS a» a os £2 a *+—_ wan. fon. Mam oP 


ms bY FRY # Fo © 


©. 


o=_ 
F4 
ho o6444 


enow forgorten, and ſwallowed up in 


- once begpeeen by rhe S$pirie of God 
; 1 44 alt; dome rhe foul ;' the fout is now 
-ſarrounded; with - the glictering rayes of the 
-Sunaheamy pftove; ir cyem'weeps for joy ; iris 
; ea feof eve, while healed by it/Now it be- 
;Bing to-fcaſk ty elf ow loves; and ro chear irſelf 
. with-ghe bridegracms voice.. - . 4 


- 5 


fals: is come'3 wherein all the hidden trea- 


ſeſſtons, all tho ſparkling beauty, ati che glorions 
holineſſe, all rke divine wiſdome, all rhe all-ſuffi- 
cient power, yea all cheiaffof Chriſt is made'o- 


then & Conguerour;what ſhall I'wanr, who have 


what ſhall hare me; what ſhall Jaunt me, who 
have love to rentinel, and power to guard mie ? 
Iam one with love, and nothing ſhall diffolve 
this Kavt..of love 34norhing? ſhall ſeparare be- 
rween my Beloved and me : for he is mine, anti 
I am his Craven, UE 2%" 
.. Now i ſhall in ſhore lay down how much a 
Saint co-whom the Lord by his: Spirit hachigi-: 
ven reſtimoay of his union with Jeſus Chrift,is 
Borg, above: the law,above finne;above wanrs 
and troubles,above che workd,yea above wha” 
he hath from God here is grace and by grace. 
Aves 5 $1 " 


"Þ roaaks His Tl rivmph over the Law. 

= Law is ſo farre from being a Boanerget 
'$0 ſuch a Sainr, that it ſpeaks him fair, and 

& Ga: 's 
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try 49 Sapwurcs; fa'jop thatthis matte - 


vec.to me.Wihat ſhall I fear now;who am more UTeP"Es. 


ell things rwbiy to injdys who ſhell lay any thing Rom.8.37 
to- my cbarge;, beingsfreed from all my fmne 2 Rgm.8.23 


-; My beloved -hathpronounced:me faire, artd Cant.4. 7. 
T thereis-ns ſpot in me : now-the day of 'minee-, 


ſures, all the preciouszjewels,: all-the! vaſt poſ- * &x pur. 


TX, 


Rom.3.25 


Sg #2 - 


cally him bleſſed'; the Law- comes wor'to him | 


TagaCa- 
Tis F6jpav, 


"oe tar es 
p 2 —— ” 
. | 4 


(as of 'old' from (Sinaj) with terrible thund- 
rings; but. it paſſeth by as a fill voice # be- 
ing Gline'd by: Jeſus Chriſt, who harh- ſtop 
£$ mouth and feaPd it vp from . Do 
Sis and live, is-ne Law to him';\and curſed be 
every one that 'abideth not in ail thingsvof the 
Law to do them, jnfers no. curſe-upon' him ; 
ſuch ſtatutes are all repeal'd as; ro him and 
the date of all fach parents js expir'd. The 
Law cannot withour imjvftice ſerve an arreſt on 
him as an unrightcous perfon; though he be nor 
as yet without finne. For the large bills of in- 
dietment which the Law had to charge upon 
him, are all cancel*d;and what ever.it plead a- 
gainſt hjm, ir-can never caſt him. He hath an 
eyerlaſting Ceuncefonr, a righteous Advocate ar 


Gods right hand; | and! Gods diſcharge within 


his own breaft for his Acquittence. Free-grace 
doth claſp him within her armes. as her hearts 
delight ,zmercy embraceth and emboſomes him 
as her deareſt darling jand for grace and :mer- 
cies ſake, the very Judge & juſtice ir ſelf isbe- 
come-his friend. So.that though hebe found z 
breaker of the Law ; yet a pardon makesup thar 
breach : & that the Law may nor ſuffer wrong, 
nor have any complaint ro make,rhe debt 7s 
p4id. by his ſurery for' himzwhich gives God 
as much content, and makes as nuich ro 
the Saint's diſcharge, as if he himſelf had 
paid the debt ; yea-Jeſus ' Chriſt hath made. 
more reparation, then ever. the :\Samr- 
by breakiug the Law did do him wrong : 
aad God is more cconrented,and better pleaſe'd 
with the jatisſa#ton of Chriſt, then che was _ 
6 © "vet. i 


_— © — _ 


ther diſcourented ar diſplaced: for the 'breadh 
' of the Law. So that the law may wich, ay-much 
equity-curfe Chriſt himfels, as curſe whe Sainr, 
For as Chriſt was in rhe world, well-pleaſfing 
and, acceprabie, yea altogether lovely 19 his Fa- (op cles 
rhbrs eye : { is che Sainc in. Chriſtand for ,2c.;, ;1 


| Cheiſt, And of this righteouſneffe hath Chriſt , ; 1:;. 


himE&lfe convinced the world, ta that he is to mariti. 


fir for everat his Fathers right hand is glory : pq. 2 8.57 


ro which honeur agd digvity he had never 
been (as-now he is.in the behalf of Saines_Jad- 
vanced if he had' nor fulfilled his Fathers will 
and paid all dues. and demands ro rhe utmoſt 
farthing. Aud on this account, taough a Saint 
cannot keep the Law,his righrceouſneile is nor 
C{chough his obedicnce be)the lefſe complear. 
for he is compleat in” Chriſt who hath outlaw*d 
the Law, and turned the curlc inco a bleſling; gam.s.2 7 
and though a Saint \cannor be juſtified by the 
Law, yer the Law it felf cannor bur clear him, G44, 4 16 
and give him the white ſtone of abſalutios. *"_ veED 
IH. 
His triuenph over finne 
He ftrength of finne which is the Lam, being 
taken away, fmit felfis the leſle dread- f.S1a i 
full, The Saint is already freed from finne, 76 {xo 
thongh he be nor as yer free from finning. He i&@, 5... 
can therefore: reJoyce im bis ſpirit, though ſane , ; . 9 F 
= il neighbour ) dwell in the fleſh 5 for he gn. s - 
ach. more good in Chriſt for him, then there " 
is evill in fiane againſt him ; and God is more 
plear'& with him for Chriſt's ſake,then he was 
difpleas d wizh him for fins ſake. *Tis true,” 
he would not fine againſt his God who loves 
hy m; and yet he doubas not but God loves him 
| b G though 
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_ The Triumph of Aſſurance, \ 
though he frane againſt him. He knows-that 
God would never have lefc finne in him, if he 
could not have lov'd him notwithſtanding 
that. Though he be { oh that he were nor! ]un- 
becoming a Sonne; yet his God is faithful and 
will nevec a& unbecominga Father. Moreover 
he ſees that God orders this very corruption to 
his own glory, and many times uſeth his fix- 
ning to kill his finne. It makes much to his ſor- | 
row, that his heart is falſe ; but ir makes more 
ro his joy, that his God is true : it Jads him 
mach thar he is ſo ſinful 3 but ir much more 
* Cor. x, . £/4ds him that Chriſt is holy : for this holineſe 

hy being made his,it is as much for his acceptance 
5 and ſalvation, as if he himſelf were wichour |} _ 
ſinne, He ſhall ere long be rid of, ſer free from, | v 

& triumph over this body of death, which makes 
77 o6ua- much to his joy; and in the interim he is not || t] 
7& Ts joyleſſe; for hig intereſt in God -doth abide as || it 
farars ure, as if there were no finne within him. Sin || tl 
TuTv. _ may interrupt his communion, it/fhall, never | w 
break off his union with God. Were his finnes | hi 
1 Cor.15, ten thouſand times ten rhouſand more then | lo 
56,57. * they are, he could Laugh them all to ſcorne, eyen | w 
| then when he mourns over them ; in regard of | ed 
p any prejudice or impediment they can be to | je? 
his everlaſting ſafery. Gods heart is ſo ſet upon | ſur 
g him ; Gods affeQions are ſo glued to him 3 | eve 
s bowels do ſo yerne towards him ; that | wh 
ever God finde him, he will never forſake | as 1 
m, having taken him for better for worſe. | nin 


Ifai.53.16 


- Hoſea.11. 
Hoſea. 3-1 


Mala.3: y, I adde, that God may as well forſake his | wo 
Ifai.49.143z own being, and ceafe to be God, as forlake a Þ'tis 
I 5+ Saint notwithſtanding finnes abiding in him. fhov 
Ffer.14.7, So that the Saints takes more incouragement the, 
g, from God then diſcouragement from finne: for Jthir 
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The Triumph of Aſſurance, 31 
though the Occan of his ſinne be deep ; yet the 
deep ſea of Gods mercies is bottomleſſe, 
T hough his finne reach unto the clouds; the 
mercies of his God are above the heavens z 
though his ſinne over flows him; yet the grace R 
of his God over-flows his fin. In fine, Chriſts -—p<gogs 
righteouſneſſe hath ſo cover'd his -ſinne,that God . _—f. 
can ſee none in him, which is nor ſatisfied for, 74 
and pardened. vIo6rAs 


= ——_ | 
II. Heb.1o. 
His Triumph over wants and troubles. (2.l 7,18. 


S for his wants and trouhles, he is not 
troubled ar them ; bur bids all welcome 
with this, the will of the Lord be done. 

He hath more comfort in his Benonjes,though 
they be ſonnes of ſorrow; then others have 
in their Benjamins, though they be ſonnes of 
the right hand. Though it be ſome-time low- 
water with him, and his comforts ebbe yet the 
high. ſprings of his joy and conſolation are not 
loſt, but twallowed up in Jthe Ocean of love, 
where they are reſerved for him to an appoint- 
ed time. Though he be not alwayes the Sub- 
je# of comforr, yea his comfort is alwayes 
ſure in the 0bje# of faith ; and cis hid for him pal, g9, 21 
even then when it's hid from him. He knows 
what gloomy dayes & dark nights mean,as well 


as the brighteſt ſhinings and the faireſt mor- Sam. 15, 


. IninFs ; and 1s nor diiconrented therear, He a6. » 


would not be delighred in unlefſe God will 3 
"tis the will of God he looks afrer , and 
how it comes he cares not 3 whether clo- 
thed or naked, it is welcome: To have any 
thing or nothing 3 to abound or to wantz ta 
re)oyce 


Pial.35.9. 


Tob.1.21 


of fſww/aanie. 
all.;-robefull or emp- 


. 
f 


Rejoyce orÞde Forrs 


ty; to firſt or to feaft; co live of dic, is all 


one 'to him who accamcs nothing his joy 
bur this, ro be in all rhings as God would 
heave hm. He 15 one that would not be ar his 
own choyee, 'bur-quziers himfelf m Gods deter- 
mmations. If God ſend him comforrs, he ac- 
comts not them, bur God his comfort ; and 
if God take them away heis nor difpleaſed, 
for he 1s not comfortiefſe #n their abſence. 
He is not ſo coy natur d, but being over-power- 
ed by the fpirir, he cam take any thmg well 
at Gods hand ; and be as well pleaſed with 
Ged when he takes from im, as when he 
gives ro him. He knows he is alwayes going 
ro heaven ; and whether his way be paradiſe 
or wilderneſſe; firew'd with Roſes or befer 
with Thornes it's all one 'to him : Gods will 
is welcome ro him as drink to a thirſty man, 
whether it be brought in gold or glafle. He 
loves nothing for. it's own fake, bur any rhing 
as Gods allowance. If God will take him to 
heaven, he will go; If God will have him ſtay, 
he will ftay ; If God move, he moves ; If God 
ſtands ſtill, he pitcheth his tent, and ſtirs nor. 
He often wants livelyhood, and yer lives ; 
for though others may have the things, they 
want the comfort; and though he want the 


_ things, yet he hath the comfort, And there- 


fore he can part with his deareſt jimploymentrs, 
and trample npon his choifeſt comforts, when 
God calls for rhem ; as being more willing 
that God ſhould be glorifked m their _ abſ#nce, 
then himſelf comforred in their preſence. If his 
comfort cannor be wrapt upin the glory of 


God, he cares not for comforts, He would be 
| | « norhing 
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nothing but what God would have him, and 
that-he would willingly be, t h*twere to Phil. 
lie for gotren and forlaken of all his friends * 171-18 
and comforts all his dayes. He accounts it 2222! 
beccer to be preſerved in brine, then ro rot in 
honey. He knowes that whatever his fare be, 


. Jeſus Chriſt will be felow-Commoner, and he 


doth nor much care it he have no other com- 

pany. He knows God loves him, or what- 

ever God do to him, or where-ever he ſend -1(; 43-2 
him, he will never hurt him. He fees abundance | 
in wants; he ſees injoyments in diſappoint- AR 
ments 3 health in ſickneſle ; life in death z and *<* 22 
therefore is nor (ellicitous which be his caſe; 232*+ 
bur with an holy careleſneſſe truſts himielf with 

Gods diſpoſing. When he is at the higheſt, 

God is his triumph; and fo God is when he Plal.73. 
is at the loweit * He never is ha5py bur in his 25 
God, he never wants happineſſe (what ever 

befall himJ ifhe have his God. 


I'V. 

His Triumph over the world: 
Ti glory of the world, which leads captive (11 4 7 4 

ſo many hearts, rakes no hold of his : for 
where would it enter? all his ſenſes are lockt , 
up in his ſoul, and that's * full of Chriſt, who . 17/#s £x- 
keeps our alf frhings clſe from comming in. tens ro. 
His eyes are ke the. Sun-fowers which do hibet 
open to every/blaze ; bur onely to rhe- [jght 4/1enum.- 
and heat of the Sunne of righteouſneſſe; His eares 
are ſtoprt from hearing (with delight) any 
found bur the ſpeakings of God, and the ſecret 
whiſpers of the ſpiric. His palate can reliſþ no- 
thing like the heavenly Mama, the feaſt of fat 
things which is.in Chrift Jeſus. There is no __ 

ike 


3+ The TriumpbotMfurance. 
like the ſmellof Chriſts gar { 
ever he feels 'tis but as Eſas's band, rough and 
hairy ; beſide .the ſmooth and filken, the-white 
and fine wrought linnen of the Saints. As for 
other things, whatever the world holds our 


to inveigle him withall, he can peſſe it by with 


Heb. 11. an holy ſcorne. He is not a: leiſure to trifle a- 


24, way his time with playing with pebbles, have- 
ing Jewels and Pearls to look afrer; He hath 

Phil.3.8 {cen the glory of the Lord, and all other ſhinings 
are bat ſbadows in his eyes. That which others 

ceurt with dazled eyes, he doth not account 

as worth a glance of his. The Sunne which 

ſhines and gives light to him, doth [ contrary to 

the naturall Sun\ darken earth, and make 

heaven only ro be glorious. He knows thar 

God allowes the doggs under his table ſuch 

: bones to pick as the world is; as for his parr, 
#7 he hath dainties to live upon, for Jeſus Chriſt 
Fri 0. is his daily bread. * Tis not filver and gold 
which he calls riches; * tis not advancement 

zCor.t.20 Which he calls honour; *'tis nor learning 
40. } Which hecalls wifdome; he can be (yea he 75) 
— rich, honourable and © wiſe without them, 

and all in Chriſt. He looks on theſe things to 

be Cas ſome fay of the raine-bow,) a refl: ction 

of colours, nor reall, as they appear. All the 


meats; And: whas: 
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beaury of the world 'cis but skin-deep, a Sun- | 


blaſt defacerh ir; yea, all che glory of the world 
* Superft- js jn a continuall fluxe, and (like time'it ſelf) 
call : hath no other being but a paſſing away. All 
3 COr.7. that the world hath is but nathing varniſhed 
LL over za Tohu and Bohy in a comely garbe; a 

meer Chaos in an orderly drefſle : 'tis bur as a 
Iames 1, Pifture-'drawn in Sand cr Ice, whoſe very 
10,11, £&ound hath little foundation. 'Tis a meer 
5 | | vanity, 


, - . ; | | -Al l © Fidel : '3 


| more, 'tis | Chimera-like )made up of thoughts. Tuxgos. 


| build his Tabernacle 


vanity, which if it be any thing, is a ſome- ©, 
thing worſe then nothing. Pompe is bur phan- Atts 25. 
fie ; Gold is bur duſt; Fame is bur breach, and 23. 
praiſe a blaſt; the worlds fweeris but bitter; par)arig. 
irs love loveleſle; irs ſplendor darkneſſe; irs JON 


fulneſſe empcineſle 3 irs a// nothing. If any thing yaury- 


And a Saint can as well feed on the Eaſt-wind, Ens rati- 
as any of theſe things z which will all prove onis. 

like che dreamers feaſt, thar fills the phanfie, ; c.- 20:8 
and leaves'the ſtomach empty. Farewell world.  *” 


— 


V. 
. His Triumph over prefent injoyments 

bn worſt of Enernffes that he hath to in- 

counter with, is (a ſelf-flattering heart 3 
which would have him teſt in whathe hath # 
received/: but the ſpirit of God is ſtronger 
then ſelf, and out-works yea works-out ſuch baſe 
and carnall imaginatjons. So thar he cannot 
re, becauſe his manſions 
are in heaven. 'Tis not his /zght, bur the God __ 
of light; *cis not his comfort, but the God of I1ai.i2 2 
comfort ; "ris nor his graces; but the God of 179.23 . 
grace; 'tis not any thing beſide God himſelf, 24 
wherein he can quiet and rexoſe his ſoule. All 1 Cor.1-38 
his graces are but wedding attire all his joy | 
and conſolation but wedding cheare ; he cannor 
be- fully ſr15fied, till he come to injoy the 
marriage- bed, the very boſome of God. Alas / 
his fulleſt 'barnes of grace, which are the fruic- 
full harveſt of the ſeed of God, are bur gleanings 
ro what he expeds, Hisjoyfull ſpringes of de- 
light which he here injoyes, are bur leafe- 
caſting Autumnes, nay but nipping wiaters, iv 
compariſon of that everlaſting ſummer, _ 

fo 


' 


_— —— 


— - 
” > —_— ——— — — - ” = 
o " * ”, = "A + A . ” S 
= = ry 
- er; * w 
. 


"_ ent wr Ra —O—_—— 


oy an ELD | TY 1108 >1®, mr 
. .helookes to injoy itran'erernicy of the ſunny 
ſbinings of Gods face upon him. His Sabbarks 
dayts, wherein his fovle. keeps boly-day with 
God are but minutes in- regard of that never 
ending Jubjlee which. he expe&eth. He barb 
r7vers of joy here, bur he cfteetns them as a few 
drops in regard of that borromleſſe Sea'of 
God-injoyment , wherein He longs to bathe 
his ſoule.” His light is cleare and ſhining here 3 
| but the noon -tide- Sun in irs brighteſt luftre is 
Revel.21. hut a darke vault to: God and the lamb, (m) : 
23 who is the lighr of thar Ciry to which hes 
haſting. Alas/ he hath but a ſip of the over- 
flowing Flagons, but a taſte. of the full tables of | 
good cheare, which God hath provided} ahd 
Chrift is preparing to ſer before him as%an 
everlaſting feaſt, He cannot but be preſſing on 
Thi Ereg- © 10 Anow' that love which paſſeth khowledge, 
Conga and cannor be ſatisfied till he come ro appre- 
* a». bend God, as he is apprehended of God. He cannor 
pan ot F reſt any where: but in heaven, where his. faith 
| 4 Ca" ſhall be ſeeing and bis hope poſſeſſion. Nay *tis not | 
”w 4 2.8, ©EAaven, were it any thing beſide God-injoy- 
Phil. 3-0 ment, that conld cerminate the boundlefte ap- 
12. © petite of his longing ſoule ; For *cis rior God 
Pſa.15.n. for heayen, bur heaven for God 3 (n)yea that 
8 19-15. heaven which is God who is the heaven of bed-. 
ven that he lookes after. | 
 *Tis God, onely God (o)in all, withoural, : 
and beyond all, that is his, Here he isatreft 
now he is ſwallowed up'in fatisfa tion , and 
Rom-8.31 nothing can intermddele with his joy 3 he rejoy- 
|  ceth in the Lord(p)by whom he is in all theſe 
things a conguerour : but as for the honour of 
+Cor.15: . the triumipb,he meays to give that to God, who 
37. gave him the viftory. l on up glorias 
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